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Grade 1 Essential Understandings, Content Standards, and Benchmarks
	Essential Understandings
	Content Standards
	Benchmarks

	Economics: Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.


	Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.


	All children and their families have needs and wants.

Wants and needs are different.

People have common needs but different wants.

People get what they need and want in a variety of ways. 



	History: The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.
	Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place
	Each family has a history.

	Civics: People establish structures including governments to meet the needs define the rights and responsibilities of citizens. 
	Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.


	Rules and authority help to establish order and ensure safety.

Regional District 13 has defined Core Ethical Values.

In successful groups members fill various roles.  

Members of groups have rights and responsibilities.

Conflicts can be resolved in many ways.

	
	United States citizens have certain rights and responsibilities
	Members of groups have rights and responsibilities.

	Culture: The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.
	The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.


	There are common elements across all cultures. 

Many traditions have come from other places.


	
	The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world. 


	The practices of the people who live in the cultures on each continent can be appreciated by learning about the folktales, music, and art created by the people who live in those cultures. 


	Essential Understandings
	Content Standards
	Benchmarks

	Geography: Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.
	Each region is made up of places that have common physical and/or human characteristics. 


	 The earth is made up of land and water.

	
	The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified. 


	There are special words and terms people use to describe location and direction.

Maps can be used to represent real places.


	Social Studies Inquiry and Literacy: Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to 

be applied to societal issues.


	Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.
	Ask questions about a topic

Begin to use Table of Contents

Use appropriate sources to gather information

Begin to identify main ideas 

Begins to use graphic organizers to organize data

Present product appropriate to audience


	
	Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.
	Communicate feelings and beliefs 

Listen to the feelings and beliefs of others

Work cooperatively and productively within a group while displaying the District Core Ethical Values



	
	Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.
	Examine problems and explore solutions

Distinguish between fact and fiction

Compare and contrast ideas 

Begin to place events on a timeline

Be aware of current events and how they relate to other aspects of history and social studies.


Grade 1: Classroom and School Community

	Essential Understandings: 
1. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.
2. People establish structures including governments meet the needs define the rights and responsibilities of citizens. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.
3. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.
4. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:
1. Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.

2. Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.

3. United States citizens have certain rights and responsibilities.
4. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.


	Essential Question: What does it mean to be part of a classroom and school community?


	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· All children and their families have needs and wants.
· Wants and needs are different.
· People have common needs but different wants.

· People get what they need and want in a variety of ways. 

· Rules and authority help to establish order and ensure safety.

· Regional District 13 has defined Core Ethical Values. 
· In successful groups members fill various roles.
· Members of groups have rights and responsibilities.
· Conflicts can be resolved in many ways. 


	Know what a rule is

	
	Know why groups of people need rules

	
	Be able to participate in creating the rules of the classroom

	
	Know the rules of polite and cooperative behavior

	
	Know that actions have consequences

	
	Know that there are a variety of roles that people fill in the classroom and the school

	
	Know that adults have authority

	
	Know that they have individual and group rights and responsibilities within the classroom and the school

	
	Demonstrate the Core Ethical Values in the classroom and school

	
	Know the things that all people need to keep them safe and healthy and describe what some people want to make their lives more enjoyable.

	
	Know that there are many ways to get what they need and want (purchase, grow, trade, earn, etc.)

	
	Apply social studies inquiry skills to the study of classroom and school community (see p. 3)


	Suggested Strategies
	· Classroom constitution/rules/ class “promise” activities

· role-play

·  illustrate rules and Core Ethical Values

·  playground rules 
· Core Ethical Value compliment cards 

· Core Ethical Values bead chain/”pledging” activities

· CEV homework activities 

· continual reinforcement of school and classroom rules

· needs/wants games/collage 

· “One World Celebration” 

· classroom discussions/meetings 

· classroom jobs

· conflict resolution (as need arises)

· discussion/lessons with counselors 

· cooperative learning activities 

· identifying roles/jobs of adults who work in the building 

· “Star of the Week” 

· read-alouds and discussion of character education collections and literature in which characters demonstrate CEV’s

· shared reading of big books related to CEV’s 

· whole-class motivational activities for appropriate behavior 

· “chain of good behavior,” “pats on the back,” etc.

	Suggested Assessments
	· informal observations 
· formative assessments such as in/out game, what would you do 
· anecdotal records 

· needs/wants collage

· progress reports


	Suggested Resources
	· Picture books to compare character traits to Core Ethical Values

· health teachers, school psychologists and social workers 
· Teaching Children to Care 

· big books/fiction and non-fiction read-alouds related to CEV’s 

· magazines (needs/wants)

· videos/DVD’s

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· iMovie 
· digital photos 
· word processing

·  “Create a Graph” to chart evidence of Core Ethical Values 

· Internet 

· videos (“The Difference Between Needs and Wants,” “What is a Family?” 

· SMARTBoard activities 

· support from tech integration specialists

	Content Vocabulary
	· social studies, participate, consequence, action, role, authority, rights, responsibilities, earn, trade


Grade 1: Family Heritage 
	Essential Understandings: 

1. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.
2. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.
3. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:

1. The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.

2. The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world.

3. People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 

4. People, goods and ideas move from place to place.
5. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.
6. Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.


	Essential Questions: What makes families similar and different?


	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Each family has a history

· There are common elements across all cultures.

· There are similarities and differences in the ways different cultures meet common human needs (i.e. food, shelter, clothing)

· The practices of the people who live in the cultures on each continent can be appreciated by learning about the folktales, music and art created by the people who live in those cultures.

· Many traditions have come from other places.
	Know what a family is

	
	Know how families are the same and how families are different

	
	Know that each family has a history

	
	Know that different families have different customs and traditions

	
	Know that we can learn about different cultures through the customs and traditions of our families

	
	Apply social studies inquiry skills to the study of family heritage  (see p. 3)


	Suggested Strategies
	· family tree activities
· family roles activities/homework 
· family graphs
· family survey homework activity
· “One World Celebration” activities: international games, time line activity, sampling international foods
·  “Journal Journeys” grade-wide project
· classroom discussions
· sharing of artifacts from various cultures (including students’ own families/countries of origin)
· family-related writing activities
· making family portraits
· pen pal projects
· read-alouds of multi-cultural/family-related literature and non-fiction texts 
· Family Heritage project
· Literature, songs and artwork from different cultures
· Venn diagrams
· Family poetry
· Family crests with CEV writings

	Suggested Assessments
	· anecdotal records/teacher observation during discussions and activities
· family-related writing activities
· identifying family members and roles
· project presentations
· class discussions


	Suggested Resources
	· non-fiction “read-together” big books related to families around the world

· non-fiction read-alouds related to families around the world

· US/world maps and globe

· guest speakers/special visitors

· assemblies sponsored by PTA (i.e. storytellers, music/dance)

· videos/DVD’s (Long Ago, Yesterday and Today; Moving to America; What is a Family?; The Patchwork Quilt)

· pen pals

· books, especially: Patricia Polacco titles, Tomie DePaola titles; The Relatives Came (Rylang); My Great Aunt Arizona (Houston); The Olden Days Coat (Laurence); Lucy’s Family Tree (Shreck/Gassler)

· Team shelves

· Scholastic Social Studies Emergent Readers family series

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· writing/receiving e-mails during “Journal Journey” project
· videos (“What Is A Family”, “The Difference Between Needs and Wants”)
· internet/websites (www.myancestry.com) 
· Student-made DVD’s
· expanded use of tech integration specialists

	Content Vocabulary
	· family, history, culture, custom


Grade 1: Introduction to Geography
(the learning goals in this unit may be integrated with other grade level units but must be addressed)

	Essential Understanding(: 
1. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.

	Content Standards:
1. Each place in the world has distinct physical and human characteristics.

2. Each region is made up of places that have common physical and/or human characteristics. 

3. The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified. 


	Essential Question(s): How do map skills help us to understand our world?


	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· The earth is made up of land and water.

· There are special words and terms people use to describe location, direction, and distance.
· Maps can be used to represent real places.

	Begin to develop basic map skills:

· Difference between globe and wall map

· Four cardinal directions

· Distinguish between a map of a country and a map of the world
· Difference between land and water on a map


	Content Vocabulary
	· map, globe, north, south, east, west, land, water
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